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THRILLING STORY OF CAPTAIN GRIESSER: LIFE-SAV
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Uncle Sam Pins Gold Medals on ~ y His Almost Superhuman Work
| a Rescue Performed in the Face
\ y . !

Heroic Keeper of Buffalo Life
Saving Station for His Many of Overwhelming Odds on Lake

Daring Rescues. A i Erie, Near Buffalo.

! il S

By CHARLES A. HARBAUGH.

{in position. Anothe

=
N Interesting and unique feat- i”“r conditions might havy
| volu sers Iriess 244
ur of the P ~-Ameri n Ex- i‘.u,nl‘nptr., Griesser did 1 ¢
¥ s {t.’n- kind, He determined to do the
position t uffalo was he . :
i A j carrying himself. His decision met
daily n uvers of the f'e saving

| with the vociferous protests of the by-

crew on the lake front, composed of standers, but that n

to him—so long as

{ periled life at stake and
{ chance to save it.

A Volunteer Offers Aid.
One of his surfmen voluriteered to

picked men from Uncle Sam’'s pro-

fessional surfmen wunder the direction
of Lieutenant C. H. McLellan, R. C
8., assistant inspector of the fifth

life saving district. These drills were

accompany him. The two men re-
moved their storm clothing and heavy
boots, then with a line trailing behind

witnessed by thousands dally, the
entertainment offered being a mimi

rescue from shipwreck, with enough
them they swam boldly out, only to

be hurled back on the beach. The
second time they tried it they made

of the element of danger added to
satisfy the most exacting

On the occasion of the first exhibi-

L

better progress, but when a hundred -
feet from the shore the surfman was r’
thrown against a submerged pile and

so seriously injured that he had to

give up the contest,

Griesser, however, by diving and
taking advantage of the undertow,
succeeded in covering 200 feet In the
space of fifteen minutes, and clung to
a pile to regain his wind before re-
suming his journey. On the shore the
crowd watched his movements with
bated breath, and when he reached A
the piling where he paused for a mo-
ment's rest a cheer went up.
| But his task was not yet finished.
| There were still 300 feet between him
| and the scow, from which he could at
| intervals hear the despairing cries of
1 the man he had started out to save.

{ Again he struck out, now disappear-

ing beneath the waves, now coming
to the surface, each time a little
| closer to his object. When within
i thirty feet of the scow he threw his

rope, but it fouled and he drew it in.

tion of the surfmen’'s skill the real-
jsm with which the operation was

executed was such as to throw. the
spectators into a panic, a rioet being

!
!
|
!
|
!
|

averted only by the police and the
ge of the
al

tact of the official in ct
show. The screams of hysteric:

women and frightened children and

—

n, as the

the shouts of frautic m

throng of excited humanity surged

toward the spot where the li

e savers

|
were expected to land with the res-
cued person gave the scene a touc h
of the tragic ich Captain McLellan,
with all his attention to detail, had
entirely overlooked in arranging the

pre

amme.
Alone on a Wreck.
i

k pole, with yard, designed

A wre

to represent the rigging of a strand-

ed ship, stood some hundred vards off

shore. Perched upon this improvised also been washed overboard soon after
mast could be seen the form of a e casting anchor. -

ly th became excite While the Ilife-savers were strug-
and stood up 1 gling in the water the snow had
drifted nearly a mile down the harbor

CAPTAIN W. W. GRIESSER, WITH MEDALS AWARDED HIM BY UNCLE SAM. o e o e rarvor | He made a derperate effort to get

man, who, judging from his Sudden

gestic 1=

tions, had succeeded in surrounding

an ordinary rowboa un« {

self with imaginary horrors of

»ek. Down the beach came the

fami

circumstances. resented

ity and . t headiong | - - S SRS S . . (A i SRS closer, and again threw the line, but
th " ty and pitched its o« nt 3 mg as < _ the -y i pu—

e savers on the run, pulling the res- - . . Yur Ll . . . | . - . 1 1 P . aten he top of which, usa it fell short,

uing appatatus They unlimbered into the water. The crowd Saw two | quently varjed, the fértile ingenuity | ing crew, while in the station look- ! absolutely out of the question 0 | 51ly several feet above water, was

- % S wildly gesticulating Is and a ter- |of Captain McLel

abreast the make-believe wreck and daily introduc- | out, saw through his marine glass a }make rapid advance. completely submerged by the big Spurred to Final Effort.

rified face, heard a piteous, strangling | Ing some new feature illustrative of | scow break from its moorings aw Their progress was somewhat facil- ywaves. All the life-savers had reached He was about to give up the un-
1d then pandemonium | the perils attendant upon wreck oper- | up the harbor, and start out 1 by the use of a small sail
ed ations of life-sav | which they had with much difficulty

placed the Lyle gun in position for

shore drenched, chilled and thorough- | equal struggle when a cry from the

firing a line over the mast prepara-
| ly exhausted, with courage undaunted,

g Crews, open lake. Closer observ

tory to sending out the breeches buoy. - | - § . 1 S abl 8 { imperiled man spurred him to on ast
s . closes e s f severa raised, but even with this aid it soon = - o . : =
Up and down the beach and back of Plunged Inte the Water. A Daring Feat losed the forms of s e . E but as the lifeboat was still being trinl  One instant 8 wave would car-
stood 3 wetant - - & z d aboard. The surfman descer became evident that they could not tossed to and fro out in the lake there | trial. One instant a wa ald car
the surfmen stoo the expectan The surfmen ran to the lifeboat ly- On November 21, 1900, there oc- with all haste and announced his dis- | reach the scow, owing to the rapidly

was no means at hand by which they |T¥ him within throwing distance, and
could make a second attempt at|just as he was on the point of casting

crowd, waiting to hear the little gun

increasing violence of the gale.

just on the point of
turning back when a giant wave
caught and nearly upset the boat,

who im

ing nearby, half out of the water, and ¢urred in the harbor of Buffalo, not
and see its projectile start on its pushed off to the rescue. leaving the | far from the scene of these imitation
errand of mercy.

| covery to the kee

!t ately ordered his men to rum out the They —

rescue. the line another rush of wa would
Captain Griesser was in a dilemma.
{ when news came down the beach that . ]
all the imperiled men except one had |C3™e a lullin 7€ sea and he got with-
i t is man.
i reached land, and that he was cling-|'F ten feet of his max

" o A 1 Jore conven- | Yescues, a feat so daring as to chal-

1 on the mast until a more conve | )

. ca SASS HNIE A are Senven : | twenty-six foot lifeboat—part of th

| equipment of all life-saving, stations

into which they all ¢limbed and pulled

off. ! They had scarcely recovered from the
- - 3

Up to this point the proceedings are | jont season. They Weére soon on the | |enge credulity but for the matter-of-
all “on the sguare.” The spectators spot and one of their number arose in fact report of the occurrence on file
knew that what they had already wit- | hjs place at the oarf and took a head- | in the Government archives. The {
nobsed, ondtRNowsHE T REREE s o just as the 1]&-\\ r¥rie ¥ went | hero in this instamce was Cdptaln Wt Ab- et iade the shon > - lfrst impact when another’ Buge com- |, 2 e "o Saais . | Calling to him to be ready the line
yet to come, had” beem prémrminged, | down for thé last time., ThHe crew lay | W.- Griesser, keeper of the Buffalo g ‘ n\(:-. il B S '® | ber caught the boat and flung it aloft, | ':K f) g xphmg..m.1 !." :).-51 - -ﬂr‘ﬂ_»-v.v through the air. the, man extend-
but the Hifetsavers had Ml sur- | 1y, and presently (HoPRdscler came Life Saving ~Stations - his shllamtey MO gRd, Griessér, fearifg that e o CHEN 0 Tl @ deized it (D¢ 56OW. With every sea burying him | 5 RO ST R his gr
yride in sfore—a denouement f0 the | yp and was helped into the boat with | Winning for him the gold medal | Would be lmr"‘s‘clm' o make ERASWRY | and toaked 1t ebl 'owsr ool precipi- TR N T,
{ by oars alone, hailed the tug to take

toss him away, but at length there

shaking the ocarsmen from their seats.

“Tie it around your body and jump.”

mimic scene on which they expected | his unconscious burden and brought | awarded by the United States (‘,o‘.‘-[ - t 1g five of the men into the water, Hurried to the Rescue. | called Griesser.
i . em in tow 4 errific zale was . T !
to score several rounds of applause, | to land, where the limp form was laid  ernment for extraordinary courage| = q A" Serrilic s ' the boat righting itself immediately. - L . 4 | The castaway was too weak to do
- : sweeping across the lake hurning Fortunately an engine with steam g
1d the rescuers began | displayed in rescuing persons from|°® 4 Tos v X i

and maybe an encore—the S‘*quo“l‘u;mn the sand las divectad buit destensd it to his

proved them to be consummate ace- | the resuscitat erations prescribed | drowning. ?zho “-.u‘vr-r into (':;.1_'7“ A Dangerous Situation. up stood on the track running along wrist. Still he hesitated to loosen his
tors. by the regm s of the United Captain Griesser, Hero. "““"s' “"r" . 0 "'""‘T B -; 3 B of the surfmen |the beach, and upon the invitation of | noid on the piling.
While the men were busying them- | States Life Sa Service. i . ] high, and causing the craft anchored | g, *h now hung OvVer | the engineer the surfmen and keeper| *“Jump!” yelled the keeper as a big
selves with the gun a man in a small As I wrli=, the photograph of Cap- | inside the breakwater to pull at their | ¢p, the other men| .. . .3 sboard and were soon Shreast swept over tbe piles.
boat was seen coming along the Excited the Crowd. tain Griesser lies before me, with the | moorings like wild beasts. wh 1 out were picked | = B el el L“. Se— an go v on the
beach. In the general suspense no Meantime the excited crowd had  token of his valorous deed pinned to A Dash for the Castaways. - had spilled them |of the scow, which lay about five hun- e ke At £ 0
one took any motice of his movements. | Pressed down upon ihem, and the ef- | his breast. The clear-cut, well mod- When within thirty rods of the & d. The two men |dred feet from the shore. rope ran up
As he came nearer his manner of forts of seven policemmen were requir- eled lips, ‘and the square jaw and \acow Griesser ¢z c s : still the presence of | Griesser decided that there was only | cato h with su i ”
handling his craft and his personal  ed to prevent the life-savers from be- e "f face suggest determination .qu e , by .ih' R m I 'r the anchor, which jone way to save the man-—h¥ 2 rope. | not come to the surface while -
appearance were suggestive of a coun- | ing pushed into the water. Artar sev- | and physical endurance. Add to this them adrift, which was done, the tug took bottom. The men clinging to the | But the rope had first to be carried (git. Th heroi 1
tryman taking his first outing on the | eral moments’ manipulation the sup- | the description appearing opposite  immediately turning and making ] futility of an|out to the piling by a swimmer, th a monster wave an
water. The submerged ship was right | posedly drowned man jumped to his his name on the records of the Life | pack to the harbor As soon as the the boat, let | being no object near the scow 1o land in state shting from i 1 1
in his course, and a few awkward |feet and gave the crowd the laugh. | Saving Service, and you have an ideal | jine was droppec in the boat out for hte| which a line sent out by the usual | vehicle ysruptly and without cere-
pulls at the oars brought him nearer | The excitement simmered down as hero; aged fort even, height 5 feet | ;made a dash for the While the rest of the | method (with the Lyle gun) could be | mony i e cheers of the wit-
the man waiting for salvation, around ckiy as it started, ¢ t 10% inches, weight 205 pounds, com- | tow they we he be ching, the two| made fast NesSsSes
whom he padgdled two or three times he fe-save L€ plexion dark, eyes hazel of their craft left wged to retain| Even if this had been the case there Tt w n
in a careless fashion, the while ex- | faces away On the day in question Surfman | themselves, t to im- it when their| would have been nobody at the ether | wh bu 1 under
changing remarks with the castaway Thereafter the performance was fre- | Hurd, of Captain Griesser's life sav- | possible to mal ) and out, having | end of the line to fasten the apparatus | vigorous treatment.
i |
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FAMOUS WADSWORTH HOUSE, IN HISTORIC CAMBRIDGE, AS IT WAS A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AND IS TO-DAY
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Continued from Page One, this section. Jquring t e f Boston a shell lounged there; but Washington was of the Massachusetts House of Rep- “U'nder one of the grand old elms.”  short. The distance from it to Thirty vear -
"~ | thrown by the British fror Copp’s too long and bulky to have fitted in resentatives So there was more than one grand old | the Cambridge Commeon, by the  Sumr nigt :1
ton w ushered wher he reached  Hill struck 16 ind in th there easily. This room is said to Mr. Mvyers | lived in Wadsworth elm? That's the 1b There was no ieads to inches diameter was v
Cambridge. Irving says that in ac- pear the President’'s house The fuse have been used by Washington for for twenty-two years, or ever on the spot to put not many AT t « t k8 Re
cordance with a resolve of the Pro- vet 1 i soldier went receptions entered Harvar ’ He is the the sixth elm on n of ! s sed
vineial Congxy when in session In | 5,4 stamped it out at the risk of his Off the main room, and entered by a  son outside of porters, stu nth on the to stood hag 2 o
Watertown, “the president’s house | )¢, two-foot covered passage, somewhat | officials who resides within looked that]in magnificent size no doubt th
in Cambridge, exceptin one - room Since [ fent Feltor day the on the style of a pantry, is the room | lege walls t said to Lée or < } £ wh
reserved by the president (Dr. L pre nent o ypant of Wads-|in which Washington »pt for two| It was from this house ths s Dudley is good =
don) for his own use,  was 48  be has been the visiting preacher  weeks. It contains three green-col- | ington rode forth to introduce his “majestic fig- bridg At 1k a
taken, cleared and furnished for thel,, (o ypiversity. From Februa ored antique chaire that, according to;to th® raw troops cked th
reception of the Commander-in-Chief |, = ., . rcher tradition, were in the house in 1775.!leadership, played horse with the Brit- ness things happened
and General Lee.” the Rev len, of the  Two of the chairs appear in one of | ish veterans. 'nfoertunatel) too ms v in Cam-
This wase the slovenly but dashing First " h, Colum- ! the companying photographs The In the diary of Dorothy Dudley for not ther n art Dud
Charles Lee, who, by *""‘*'"‘v" g his|, <« O verett Hale, | seats are upholstered in flowered silk. | the year 1775 is this entry Daptitee Fortunate sCY s of
dog Spada to all th fine ladies at| . ae one of the niversity preach- | On class day night, some vears ago, I - re
headquarters, long antedated the| .. = 1206 to 1888, gives t} : sketch nrl.l.. (I.rl t]!"i.\‘v: « f;l,ng'.:s lH)-.illD"uU':i. .:hn-l' General Washington's Arrival. » I f lecrepit tre t n ng . aelr
person who wrote, “Love me, love my | . hous n his Historic Bos- | the college officers could neither eat “July 3d.—General Washingte "1 1 witl teel rods, there would T
dog.” - oy N = 1 e | here resterday he arr od hy 1 v N 1 : hie i _
;h, re is no record showing how | ’ nor "l"““' until it was 'T':‘ ""Hl'_ 1 R ; - : s ' - be nothing but twigs and bits of bark ‘ The General and His Wife.
; . Rev. Dr. Hale’s Word. seems that some one took it out into|of Watertow X i ‘ : ountry as if by
long Washington - upled the ,"‘,“ o L T ¢ the yard for his fair lady and thence|by Congress L ©F .v 1o g Mrs. Washington,” she says under
dent’'s house; but it sgecems likely I i 800d type o e architec-| N = i - 1a 3 7 : t
Ainer be' an enlry in Thacher . £ 170 Y 1 s has the con it went astray. ‘41:f-.-.~. and e i to ¢ iz I Tt t Was? gtor 1 g : i ) : -“
judging by an 3 . . ) TR
s T S sl S iditaa s Sun mmneee i don | Poynet le and convenlent gambrel roof The bedroom ! a modern append-| a troop of t horse He r \ Hos ' 1 i
Military Journa tha 1 moved to . . —-y iy o i Sl CE )
the Vassall house, afterward t} f that time age in the shape of a "'”’”““n“ S o iy t FUAT Remembered Washington. | 4 .
Craigie house, and 11 afterward I met : \dv vesterday who told With the boasted open plumbing. ‘I«‘n!»- hous« It was just a ¢ - E .yt o e % = = : b. : e ¥
Longtellow’s house, about the middle | me she had read with interest of the The Provincial Breath. ‘ “'[m_' ‘ o i t ige, Was g ht ¥ il
of July. ind work of Monsieur Mansard, . osity te who : . (i 'v y perr { i t r 8"
. the ' French architect. and she asked There is much about the rooms that | heard h was satisfic > L S P T SNEPEEN PR field, t} ( 1, W h n t . I
Colleges Much Injured. . . ol s M et g R exhales the provincial breath and that “He is a large man, tall and w - : gr = g e s _' « same sterile and unadorned nditior UnJ IATY S0, 1648 !
it may be that Washington desired| 'f»";":‘ ‘VH'”,' l"hr“ '1"’"[:1.'“1‘::‘ - ';lh; excites a species of veneration in the ! proportioned: his face noble { o D ‘\ ! ; - ;" ""P'I ‘| in which he had seen it thirteen years Madame Washington has enlivened
L gieu el or o UL ses his " i or 1ltitude had assem ed | - b P £ 3 X s -
larger and better quarters; or, as this . better roof, not to say more pic- mind of the visitor. The original solid | gestion of strength, and dignity nd ’.i‘ 7 .’ . L o \"“' ) »‘} before ind proceeded t Harvard | t ! y f ‘ ! nong
inecdote suggests,  safer - quarte: b T S th et Saneurd loors open by means of the original | modesty. Our expectations AL, ¢ X ¥ i v : t h. Hall™ s . tior v i SEVET enth
The ancedote was told to Mrs. Quincy. - e & A batastrads to th brass locks and swing upon the orig- 1 than realized. re T ! Ang e 1 g y
the wife of the Quincy who, after ™" : ot - - o ¢ they| M@l hand-wrought iron hinges. There| “His appearance is one to inspire of vi kS, - men - .\‘ i ,‘ i1- ¢ g
having been five times elected Mayor |~ =" g o ‘l SN ‘H“ ’”“ is the original paneled wainscoting; | confidence and love, and to make dren, f1 il part o ;‘: “""" 11l
of Boston, was chosen President of o ‘ ' . '_ - edip g e Sy there is the original tesselated wooden | grateful for the possession of 1weh \ € A MOong ‘s yeon .' ths
! on January 15, 1829 . Hol- ‘ . cornice, done by hand; there are the ja chilef. To-day he took ™ ‘ A . elm still ex
the way, was with the army ’ eha sl E e - window-frames (twenty-four | command, 1 -1. 1€ O i ‘ L hich Washingtor % E
in 1 profession The Preacher’s Room. panes to each window); and there, on | elms on the Common. It was a L ed headquarters, ac-
y. I er's room is plainly but| the side, facing Harvard Square, is | nificent sight. The majestic fig ¢ P ! by Ger 1l L and O NAve J¢ 1 th rad S a
he President house given | cor furnished Aside from | the glass door, which Washington |the General, mounted upon his horse, numerous suite, 1 his horse To-day the V. ashington Elm is \ -~
nm f the ¥ th af shington, and the | may have used on those sultry July | beneath the wide-spreading nd drew his sword as commander-in- | garded and cared for as a precious Craig h se, froam And raigie,
relates, “and quartered at the  por preachers, there is no| nights. tof the patriarch tree; the i iief of th mies reli Some of the nbs ar mer ght ) 1 y g
house of M n the neighbor p eat note in the room Besides the visiting preacher, | thronging the plain around he What is nearest to a story by a re-|stubs, but still the patriarch s¢ 3
hood The were much in- | The picture of ld Wadsworth,"” to| Wadsworth is occupied in these days | houses filled with interested spect Spo7 ss is the account good for man) ATS not Th s by 5 v
jured by the garrison The rooms in | which Dr. Hale refers, may be Hx'rm’hy students (among whom is the son | tors ¢f the scene, while the alx ing | to d sidney Willa S wuunK, wnich is the pi f s v
Harvard Hall, except the one then ! but it is not marked, as it should be of the Rev. Fran Peabody, the reg- | with shouts of enghusiastic welcome Memoirs of and Manhood.” | arboreal health, is some eighte f g her \ , of
used as a library, were filled with | Over in the farther corner is an al-|ular university pr her), and by alas he drew his sword, and thus d Mr. Wi d relates in circumference, while the present Pr ler by spiting ti Summer
barrels of salt beef, brought by the  cove, of oblong form, now occupled| well knewn graduate—nane other | clared himself Commander-in-Chief of “His stay at the old headquarters | branches have a spread of about s nd t Wi W his
country people for the army. One day | by a soft couch. Perhaps Wadsw orth| than the Hon. T. T. Myers, Speaker | the Continental Army."” | [The Vassall House] was nece "“‘““’“'E:"l ninety feet. |




